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IMMEDIATELY DR. WALTER C. SCHWANK RECEIVES AWARD harte/jm
FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN HPER 4-4-77
state
MISSOULA--
Dr. Walter C. Schwank, professor of health, physical education and recreation (HPER) at 
the University of Montana in Missoula, has received an honor award for distinguished service 
in the profession of health, physical education and recreation from the Northwest District 
of the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education and Recreation (AAHPER).
Schwank, a former chairman of the UM HPER department, received the award at the annual 
national convention of AAHPER in Seattle March 27. Schwank is only the second Montanan to 
have received the award.
The Northwest District of AAHPER is comprised of AAHPER members from Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and Montana. The national organization of AAHPER is made up of people 
teaching HPER at all levels from kindergarten through college.
Schwank received his mas t e r’s degree and doctorate in physical education from the 
University of Iowa, Iowa C i t y , in 1945 and 1955, respectively. He received his b a chelor’s 
degree in physical education from Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1930.
Schwank was a professor and director of health, physical education and athletics at 
South Dakota State University in Brookings for a year prior to coming to UM in 1961. Before 
joining the SDSU staff in 1960, Schwank served for four years at Coe College as director of 
athletics and physical education and as head football coach. His football teams there 
compiled a 25-7 record in four years; won two conference championships, and posted an 
undefeated season in 1959.
From 1950-56, Schwank was an assistant professor in physical education and freshman 
football coach at the University of Iowa. Prior to that assignment, he coached for 16 years 
in five Iowa high schools.
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